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Dear Customer!

In this Service Bulletin we will draw your attention to the Local Control Valves 
and Ball Valves for the cargo pumps. By correct operation and maintenance of
these valves the life time will be increased and your costs reduced.

Local control valves:

All cargo pumps have a local control valve. There are different designs
depending upon generation.

The main purpose of the local control valve is:

-        Control the cargo pump during stripping of the cargo tank.
-         Stepless capacity control  locally from deck, if required.

During stripping it is important to control the pumps from deck.
The benefits of this are:

-         Improved stripping result.
-         Reduced wear and tear.
-         Better observation of fluctuation in hydraulic pressure.
-         Better observation of pump's vibration. 
-         Immediate stop of cargo pumps upon completion of stripping.
-         Regular operation of the local control valves will ensure properly

functioning valves.          

Special tool:

To improve the operation of today`s generation local control valves on cargo
pumps equipped with the stainless steel Speed Torque Control valve (STC), a
special tool is available.

Tool

Note: The valves must be 
operated by hand force only!



Ball valves:

In all Framo Cargo Pumping Systems designed after 1983, the ball valve on
the hydraulic inlet line to each cargo pump shall always be in open position
(even when the cargo pump is not in operation). The same applies to systems 
designed before 1983, which have been upgraded with pressurised return line 
(overpressure system). This to ensure the safety of having a pressurised hydraulic
return side  with a higher pressure than the static cargo pressure.

Also on older ships built before 1983, we recommend to keep the ball valves
open. This to avoid opening the valves with high hydraulic inlet pressure.
Operating the valves with high inlet pressure will reduce the valve�s lifetime.

To avoid sticking we recommend to move all ball valves on deck quarterly,
when the main hydraulic system is not in use.

Ball valve

Mild steel valves are delivered with primer only. During replacement a proper
coating must be applied to the valves, and a corrosion protection must be
maintained.

To increase the lifetime of these valves and reduce the costs:
- Use them
- Move them
- Paint them

If you need any further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact any of the worldwide FRAMO offices.
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